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In The Claims: 



(CurrentlyS^ended) A pressure monitoring system for a tire of an 



automotive veliicle havino a wtaeel comprising: 

a first pressure sen^r coupled to said wheel; 

a pressure transmittal: coupled to said pressure sensor, said transmitter 
generating a pressure signal; 

a controller coupled to se^ pressure transmitter, said controller receiving 
said pressure signal. and In a first stageXcomparing the pressure signal to a pressure 
threshold to obtain a sensor status and in^ second stage, qualifying the sensor status 
signal by generating a warning status in response to said sensor status. 

2. (Original) A system as recited In claim 1 wherein the sensor status 
signal is an initial pressure signal and whereirisaid controller qualifies the Initial sensor 
status signal by generating a low or flat warnirrg status signal in response to said initial 
sensor status signal Indicating a respective iowbr fiat tire pressure. 

3. (Original) A system as recitop In claim 2 wherein when the status 
signal is not an initial status signal, qualifying [the sensor status signal by receiving a 
plurality of equal sensor status signals. 

4. (Original) A method of operating a pressure monitoring system 

comprising: 

transmitting a pressure signal fr6m a tire pressure sensor; and 
receiving said pressure signal m a controller; 

in a first stage, comparing xhq pressure signal to a pressure threshold to 
obtain a sensor status signal; 

in a second stage, qualifying the sensor status signal by generating a 
warning status In response to said sensoi/status. 



PAGE 3l10*RCVDATt2/22120039:33:28AM [Eastern Standard Time]*SVR:USP}0€FM^^ 



DEC-22-2003 09:42 fiRTZ S. fiRTZ P.C. 

U.S.S.N. 10/064,688 -3- 



248 223 9522 9.04/10 

201-1003 (FGT1612PA) 



5. (Original) A method as recited in claim 4 wherein the sensor status 
signal Is an initial sensor statu\ signal and wherein qualifying the sensor status signal 
comprises generating a low waning status signal or flat warning status signal in 
response to said Initial sensor stakis signal Indicating a respective low tire pressure or 
flat tire pressure. 

6. (Currently Amended) \ A method as recited in claim 5 [[6]] wherein 
when the status signal is not an initial signal, qualifying the sensor status signal by 
receiving a plurality of equal sensor st£ tus signals. 



7. (Original) A method 
threshold comprises a low pressure 
pressure threshold. 



as recited In claim 4 wherein the pressure 
ireshold. a high pressure threshold or a flat tire 



8. (Original) A method of operating a pressure monitoring system 



comprising: 



transmitting a plurality ^f pressure signals from a tire pressure sensor; and 

receiving said plurality of pressure signals In a controller; 

in a first stage, comparing the plurality of pressure signals to a pressure 
threshold to obtain a plurality of pr^sure status signals; 

In a second stage, d|termining a warning status signal in response to said 
plurality of pressure status signals 

9, (Currently AmenSed) A method as recited in claim 8 wherein 
determining a warning status sianal comprises qualifying the plurality of pressure status 
signals eym^ele by generating the warning status signal s ymbol in response to a 
predetermined number of saidfclurality of pressure status signal being equal. 



10. (Original) I A method as recited in claim 9 wherein said 
predetermined number is abcait 5. 
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11. (Original)X A method as recited in claim 8 wherein said warning 
status comprises a high statu^r a not high status, a low status or a not low status, or a 
flat status or a not flat status. 

12. (Currently Amende^) A method as recited in claim 8 wherein 
determining a warning status signal comprises generating a first warning status signal in 
response to a predetermined number ^f said pressure status signals being equal within 
a predetermined time. 



13. (Original) 



A method as recited in claim 8 further comprising 



generating an Indication In response to said warning status signal. 



14. (Original) A me^od as recited In claim 13 further wherein 
generating an Indication comprises gene ating an audible signal or a visual signal. 



15. (Original) 



A met 



comprising: 



transmitting a plurality of pj 



od of operating a pressure monitoring system 



ressure signals from a tire pressure sensor; 
receiving said plurality of pressure signals in a controller; 
comparing the plurality of pressure signals to a plurality of pressure 
thresholds to obtain a pressure status signal; 

when the pressure sta^s signal is above a high pressure threshold, 
generating a first high pressure waiting status signal In response to said pressure 
status signal; 

when the pressure s&tus signal is below a low pressure threshold, 
generating a first low pressure warnmg status signal in response to said pressure status 



when the pressure /status signal is below a flat pressure threshold, 
generating a first flat pressure wa/ning status signal in response to said pressure status 
signal; 
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determining a cWnposlte warning signal in response to said higii pressure 
warning status signal, said lo^^pressure warning status signal, and said flat pressure 
status signal. 

16. (Currently Amenjied) A metiiod as recited in claim 15 further 
comprising when tlie pressure Istatus signal is below a low pressure threshold, 
generating a second Jow [[high]] pi essure warning status signal. 

17. (Currently Amemed) A method as recited in claim 16 further 



«^ comprising when the pressure 



status signal is below a flat pressure threshold. 



generating a second flat [[high]] pressure warning status signal. 

18. (Currently Amenled) A method as recited in claim 17 further 
comprising when the pressure status signal is above ^elew a high pressure threshold, 
generating a second hlglj [[low]] pressure warning status signal and a oooond non flat 
warning statue cignal . 

19. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 18 wherein 
determining a composite warryng signal comprises determining a composite warning 
signal in response i n responob to said first high pressure warning status signal, said 
second high pressure warnirfg status signal, said first low pressure warning status 
signal, said second low pressure warning status signal, said first flat pressure status 
signal, and said second flat i^ssure status signal. 



20. (Original) I A method as recited In claim 19 wherein said 
composite signal comprisesla sensor status signal. 
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